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Evidence for Jesus Outside of the Bible

1. Origins of the idea that Jesus did not exist

2. Four quick responses to the objection, “Why don’t you show me using evidence outside of the
bible?”

a.



“[N]either human effort nor the emperor’s generosity nor the placating of the gods ended
the scandalous belief that the fire had been ordered [by Nero]. Therefore, to put down the
rumor, Nero substituted as culprits and punished in the most unusual ways those hated for
their shameful acts ... whom the crowd called “Chrestians.” The founder of this name, Christ
[Christus in Latin], had been executed in the reign of Tiberius by the procurator Pontius
Pilate ... Suppressed for a time, the deadly superstition erupted again not only in Judea, the
origin of this evil, but also in the city [Rome], where all things horrible and shameful from
everywhere come together and become popular.” (Annals XV, 44)

Facts Learned

“But this younger Ananus, who, as we have told you already, took the high priesthood, was
a bold man in his temper, and very insolent; he was also of the sect of the Sadducees, who
are very rigid in judging offenders, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have already
observed; when, therefore, Ananus was of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper
opportunity [to exercise his authority]. Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the
road; so he assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the brother of
Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his
companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law,
he delivered them to be stoned.” (Antiquities 20.9.1)



C.

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he
was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He
drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the
cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive
again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other
wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not
extinct at this day. (Antiquities 18.3.3)

i. "At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus. And his conduct was
good, and he was known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews
and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified
and to die. And those who had become his disciples did not abandon his
discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them after his crucifixion and
that he was alive; accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the
prophets have recounted wonders.”

Facts Learned

Vi.

Vii.

viii.



“They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang
in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath,
not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify
their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it
was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food — but food of an
ordinary and innocent kind.” (Letters, X.96-97)

Facts Learned

“It was then that he learned the marvelous wisdom of the Christians, by associating with
their priests and scribes in Palestine. And— what else?—in short order he made them look
like children, for he was a prophet, cult leader, head of the congregation and everything, all
by himself. He interpreted and explained some of their books, and wrote many himself.
They revered him as a god, used him as a lawgiver, and set him down as a protector—to be
sure, after that other whom they still worship, the man who was crucified in Palestine
because he introduced this new cult into the world.” (Passing of Peregrinus, 11)

“For having convinced themselves that they are going to be immortal and live forever, the
poor wretches despise death and most even willingly give themselves up. Furthermore, their
first lawgiver persuaded them that they are all brothers of one another after they have
transgressed once for all by denying the Greek gods and by worshiping that crucified sophist
himself and living according to his laws.” (Passing of Peregrinus, 13)

Facts Learned
i
ii.



a. “On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took
place, a herald ... cried, "He is going forth to be stoned because he has practiced sorcery and
enticed Israel to apostasy."” (Babylonia Sanhedrin 43A)

b. Facts Learned

8. Other sources not mentioned (17 Total)
a. Thallus
b. Seutonius
¢. Mara Bar Serapion
d. Julius Africanus

e. Celsus



